
You can read them with your child, and you can
get them to ask you questions on things they’re

curious about. 

You can just read them to your child! Many children love
being read to, and it’s a wonderful bonding experience

for you and your child. 

How To
Use 

the  Spikey 
Books 

You can read them with your child, and you can ask
them your own questions that are linked to their
own life – to teach reading, discussion, language,

meta-cognition and problem-solving skills. 

You can read each book alone in advance of‌  
reading it with your child and then you can pick out

some questions you’d like to focus on -‌  
perhaps because the questions relate to an issue

your child has experienced or a skill you’d like them
to develop. 

You can read each book with your child, stopping
to ask some questions that you or they find

interesting along the way.‌  



You can read the books with a group of children.
Many schools use the books this way. Either you can

read them aloud or the children can take turns
reading aloud. Students can read and discuss each

question, take turns offering answers or discuss the
various answers different people have suggested. A

psychological method many schools use is the
reciprocal reading/teaching approach. You can learn

more about how to use this approach here:
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Reciprocal_teaching#Extern

al_links.

You can read a few pages a day with your child and
discuss whole sets of questions together. Each day, it’s
good to start these sessions with ‘Can you remember

what has happened so far?’; you can also provide
reminders and summaries for them.

Your child may want to read parts of the books
themselves and then tell you what they’ve read and
learned. They might want to teach you about some
lessons they or the characters in the books have

learned.

It’s all up to
you! How many
more ways have

you found to
read and use

the Spikey
books?

Your child might want to read the books with older
children, friends or classmates.

Your child might want to read the books and think about
them all by themselves – just for the pure fun of reading

and thinking!

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Reciprocal_teaching#External_links
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Reciprocal_teaching#External_links

